THE  DEFENCE   OF  DEMOCRACY

forces, but destructive forces.'5 The function of the
Christian Church as Marx saw it in action, was to de-
fend and sanctify those 'existing conditions'. Is it not
so, even to-day, when the destruction which needed a
man of genius to discern it in 1845, stares the common
man in the face and appals him?

Marx turned to practice: to the political organiza-
tion of the new class of men whose humanity was being
destroyed by the demonic combination of collective
life-production and an individualistic property-system.
'The first step in the workers' revolution', says The
Communist Manifesto, 'is the raising of the proletariat to
the ruling-class, the conquest of democracy.5 Note
that, for Marx in 1848, the conquest of democracy and
the raising of the proletariat to the ruling-class are,
quite simply, synonymous. Since the conquest of
democracy was not achieved in the full Marxist sense,
even in England, till thirty years after his death, he did
not live to see how grimly, in fact, practice would
demonstrate the excessive cterrestriality? (Diesseitigkeit]
of his thinking. The element which he had left out of
his revolutionary simplification, and perhaps had de-
liberately ignored as ca purely scholastic question', was
to reveal its reality.
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